
I f  you ’ve  been  anywhere  near  me la te ly ,  you  a l ready  know—
I  can  hard ly  conta in  my exc i tement  about  our  upcoming
Disab i l i ty  Awareness  Parade  on  Saturday ,  Ju ly  19!  Th is
event  ho lds  such  a  spec ia l  p lace  in  my  heart ,  and  the  energy
bui ld ing  around i t  i s  t ru ly  e lect r i c .

Are  you  march ing  wi th  us?!  I f  not ,  you  should  be .  Are  you  a
person  wi th  a  d i sab i l i ty?  Do  you  know a  person  wi th  a
d isab i l i ty?  Then  you  are  a  part  o f  th i s  community .  Come out
and  sh ine  wi th  us ,  wa lk  wi th  us ,  r ide  wi th  us ,  ro l l  w i th  us ,
s tand  ta l l  w i th  us .  

Whatever  you  do  on  Ju ly  19th ,  do  i t  w i th  RCAL  and  show
your  support  for  the  d i sab i l i ty  movement .  We have
incred ib le  community  invo lvement ,  w i th  horses ,
motorcyc les ,  f loats ,  and  more .  We have  a  Bounce  House ,
ch i ldren ’s  games ,  and  f ree  I ta l ian  I ce  for  k iddos .  

We are  s t i l l  seek ing  a  march ing  brass  or  jazz  band  to  jo in  us
and  make  the  march  even  more  exh i larat ing!  I f  you  know a
band that  f i t s  the  descr ipt ion ,  le t  us  know!

Whether  you  want  to  dress  up ,  dance  your  way  down
Broadway,  or  jus t  be  you,  do  i t  a l l  w i th  us  on  Ju ly  19th .  Get
invo lved  wi th  th i s  years  parade  and  make  a  las t ing  memory .
Th is  i s  the  on ly  parade  of  i t s  k ind  in  New York  S tate  so  don ' t
miss  out !  Scooby  and  I  w i l l  be  l in ing  up  marchers  a t  the
Munic ipa l  Lot  by  Frank  Guido 's  L i t t le  I ta ly  the  morn ing  of
the  parade  wai t ing  for  you!  We can’ t  wa i t  to  see  you  there!

With  Love  and  Grat i tude  for  you  a l l ,

Anthony  Mignone
CEO,  Resource  Center  for  Access ib le  L iv ing
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http://www.rcal.org/parade


Summer Fun at RCAL’s BBQ
JUNE 2025

On June 11 ,  RCAL hosted our Annual BBQ + Open House at the beautiful
Robert Post Park,  and it  was a tremendous success!  🌞🍔🎶

The community came out in full  force to enjoy a perfect day f i l led with
sunshine, delicious food, great music,  and even better company. From
reconnecting with old friends to making new ones,  the day was a 
celebration of community spirit  and inclusion.

We’re grateful to everyone who joined us and helped make the event so
special .  Events l ike this remind us why we do what we do — building a
stronger,  more connected community for people of al l  abil it ies.  Check out
some of our favorite moments from the day below!



Woof woof wag! Have you seen our brand new Employment
Center? It  looks paw-sitively amazing! Check out some 
photos below from last month’s r ibbon cutting with 
the Ulster County Chamber of Commerce!

Now I ’m thinking. . .  maybe it ’s t ime we gave a l itt le love 
to the Durable Medical Equipment Loan Closet,  too.  Do 
you have 10 gallons of paint just sitting around? Or 
maybe some quality shelving you’re not using? How about a few hours to
volunteer or a l itt le donation to help with renovations? Every bit helps!

If  you’re interested in pitching in,  please contact my human friend Robert
at 845-331-0541 ext.  12.  (Unfortunately,  I ’m no longer al lowed to accept
donations myself . . .  s igh. All  I  did was bury one walker in the backyard and
suddenly I ’m banned for l i fe.  Harsh.)

See you at the Disabil ity Awareness Parade! I ’ l l  be the one wagging
proudly in the front row. 🐶🎉

🐾  Scooby Says.. .  Let’s Spruce Up the Loan Closet! 



We are heartbroken to  share the pass ing of  Josephine Todaro on June 1 ,
2025 .  Josephine was a  cher ished part  of  the RCAL fami ly  for  decades and a
powerful  force in  the independent  l iv ing movement across  New York State .

A ferocious advocate for  people  with disabi l i t ies ,  Josephine was part icular ly
instrumental  in  advancing the r ights  of  indiv iduals  l iv ing with Traumatic
Brain In jur ies  (TBI ) .  At  RCAL,  she led 
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Remembering Josephine Todaro
Beloved Advocate, Colleague, and Friend

our  TBI  Support  Group with comp-
ass ion,  honesty ,  and unwaver ing
dedicat ion—creat ing a  safe ,
empowering space for  count less
indiv iduals  over  the years .

In  2020,  Josephine brought  her  ta lents
to the New York Associat ion on
Independent  L iv ing (NYAIL) ,  where she
helped launch the statewide Good
Neighbor  Program.  Despite  the sudden
onset  of  the COVID-19  pandemic ,
which dramatical ly  reshaped the work ,
Josephine was undaunted.  Her  deep
background in  case management and
her  hands-on approach made her  an
incredible  asset .  She saw every
indiv idual  in  the program as  “My
Neighbor”—and treated them with
dignity ,  care ,  and f ierce loyalty .  

One Transit ion Specia l ist  shared,  “Josephine was a lways  helpful  and 
wi l l ing to  jump in  and get  her  hands dirty  with a  tough case . ”

Even as  her  health decl ined,  Josephine remained committed to  her  work .
She personal ly  helped interv iew her  successor ,  ensur ing the program would
remain in  strong hands .  Her  dedicat ion never  wavered.

Josephine ’s  strong New York City  accent ,  spir i ted att i tude,  and no-nonsense
approach to  advocacy made her  unforgettable .  Her  legacy wi l l  l ive  on
through the l ives  she touched and the systems she helped shape.
Rest  in  power ,  Josephine .  Your  voice and your  f ight  wi l l  never  be forgotten.

You can v iew her  obituary  here :  Josephine F iorett i  Todaro Obituary

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/josephine-fioretti-todaro-obituary?id=58656124


JOIN OUR TEAM 
Pre-Vocat ional  Counselor  (FT) :  This  ro le  i s  responsib le  for  prepar ing indiv iduals  with
disabi l i t ies ,  specia l  needs,  or  other  employment  barr iers  for  successful  entry  into the
workforce.  This  pos i t ion involves  assess ing c l ient  needs,  developing indiv idual ized pre-
employment  p lans,  teaching job-readiness  sk i l l s ,  and coordinat ing with support  serv ices
to ensure comprehensive c l ient  development and success .  Associates  degree and 1–2
years  of  exper ience in  vocat ional  counsel ing,  specia l  educat ion,  workforce development,
or  re lated human serv ices  ro les .  Hour ly  wage range:  $19.00-$21.00
Benef i ts :  Hol iday pay,  Health  insurance,  
Dental  and Eye insurance,  l i fe  Insurance,  
PTO,  S ick  t ime and profess ional  development,  
etc .  To Apply ,  emai l  Leah Gherardi  at  
Lgherardi@rcal .org.

RCAL is  seeking ta lented indiv iduals  for  the fo l lowing job openings:

Community  Habi l i tat ion Support  (PT) :  RCAL is
seeking compass ionate and dedicated
indiv iduals  to  jo in  our  team as  PT Community
Habi l i tat ion Support  Staff .  In  th is  ro le ,  you wi l l
provide d irect  ass istance and support  to
indiv iduals  with  developmental  d isabi l i t ies  to
help them achieve their  goals ,  enhance their
independence,  and part ic ipate more fu l ly  in
their  communit ies .  The ComHab Staff  work
c losely  with  c l ients ,  fami l ies ,  and other
members  of  the support  team to implement
indiv idual ized plans  and promote meaningful
engagement and sk i l l  development.  Sa lary  range
is  $16.50-  $18.50/hour.

mailto:Lgherardi@rcal.org
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Become an RCAL Board Member

     Do you have 5-8 hours a month? Do you have a commitment to l iving
independently in the community regardless of disabil ity?

Please consider becoming a part of our Oversight board. Call  Robert at
845-331-0541 ext.  12 and he wil l  arrange for you to come down and have a
tour and meet and greet with our CEO Anthony. He wil l  explain all  of our
programs and about our agency.

     Without an oversight board, a non-for-profit  cannot function. Don't
worry,  this is not a management board. You do not have to direct staff  or
manage programs on a day-to-day basis.   Our meetings are hybrid so if  you
can't drive in the evening or if  getting around is an issue, you can sti l l
participate.   Give us a call  for more information!

SPONSORSPONSOR
DIFFERENCEDIFFERENCE
AND MAKE AAND MAKE A

RCAL IS ALWAYS SEEKING NEW BUSINESS SPONSORS.RCAL IS ALWAYS SEEKING NEW BUSINESS SPONSORS.
CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN HELP!CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN HELP!

845-331-0541 EXT. 12845-331-0541 EXT. 12



Celebrating Black Excellence in
Ulster County

RCAL was proud to sponsor the 2025 Ulster County Black Business Community

Celebration, held on June 18. Hosted by the Ulster County Chamber of Commerce,

in partnership with Black History Month Kingston and Ulster County Tourism, the

event was a powerful tribute to the contributions and achievements of Black-

owned businesses in our region.

It was a beautiful and inspiring evening, bringing together community leaders,

entrepreneurs, and advocates in celebration of progress, partnership, and pride.

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to this year’s award recipients, and we

thank all who helped make this event a meaningful success. RCAL is honored to

support efforts that uplift and recognize the diverse voices and businesses that

strengthen our community.
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UPCOMING
Workshops

Benefits Advisement!
RCAL will be offering on-site Benefits
Advisement at the Trudy Farber
Center for Human Development in
Ellenville. Get assistance with
Medicaid, Medicare, SSDI, SSI and
more.

www.reallygreatsite.com

10 AM - 2 PM

10 AM - 2 PM

2 PM - 4 PM

RCAL will be offering on-site Benefits
Advisement at the Broadway Bubble
in Kingston. Get assistance with
Medicaid, Medicare, SSDI, SSI and
more.

ABLE is a special savings accoun.t
that won’t endanger your benefits
and will allow you to save for the
future. Join RCAL’s Benefits Advisor
and learn about this program

Benefits Advisement!

ABLE: Achieve a
Better Life Experience



R C A L  A n g e l  S p o n s o r
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C o m m u n i t y  C o n t r i b u t o r s
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Anthony Mignone & Matthew Coumbes

RCAL Board Members Kathy McMahon & Jack Ruddick

RCAL Board Members Sheila Kilpatrick and Jeffrey Galinson

Joanna & Peter Mignone

D i s a b i l i t y  A d v o c a t e s
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D i s a b i l i t y  A d v o c a t e s
C o n t i n u e d

F r i e n d s  o f  R C A L


